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of a superior quality, musk, rhubarb, lambskins, hides,
furs, and medicines.
At Hsi-an is centered the trade in turquoise beads,
articles much valued among the Mongols and Tibetans.
They are found in Ho-nan, and used in roughly rounded
pieces as taken from the mine, or in small disks, all of
them having a hole drilled through them. They are sold
by weight, the average price being about five taels a catty,
and no traveler passing through Hsi-an on his way to
the Koko-nor, Mongolia, or Tibet should omit laying in
a supply of them,1 for with them he can buy better than
with money all the necessaries of life such as butter, milk,
cheese, etc., to be procured among the people inhabiting
those regions.
The Protestants have no missionaries at Hsi-an, but
now and then some Bible colporteurs stop here for a few
days, though, from what Chinese have told me, their books
are neither eagerly bought nor carefully read, and I doubt
very much if they do any good in this way, an opinion
shared by many missionaries in China.2 The Catholics
have a church here, and there are about 30,000 Christians
in the province; the bishop does not, however, live here,
but at Kun-yuan fang.
Having completed a few purchases of chinaware, tur-
quoise beads, tea, etc*, and changed my carts for the
larger ones used in western China, I left Hsi-au on the
1 He   should   take  in preference    in  the  hands   of  a  heathen as a
round beads \ the flat ones are not    first step towards his enlightenment."
so   much   prized, at   least   among    Mr. G-Umour advocates, however, giv-
Tibetans. Mongols prefer the green-    ing them tracts, "but I "believe that
ish or ofE-eolor "beads.                           these are not more efficacious, espec-
2  See, for example, Rev*   James    ially as many I have seen in the
Gilmour's "Among the Mongols," p,     hands of Chinese are purely polemical,
393:'"But it seems very doubtful,     attacking the Roman Catholic doc-
if, in  many  cases,  much  good is    trine, more even than Buddhism and
accomplished by placing the Bible    Taoism.